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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

Parents are their child’s first teachers in life and know their
child better than anyone else. Parents have valuable insights
into their child’s needs, strengths, abilities, and interests.

The collaboration of parents and educators is vital in guiding
each child toward success. The Powerful Partnerships for
Student Success series outlines what your child should learn

at each grade level. You can encourage your child’s academic
growth by reinforcing classroom activities at home. The
Powerful Partnerships for Student Success series represent
what all students should know and be able to do in Reading by
the end of the grade level represented. The achievement of the
expectations will help your child meet the assessment
standards established by our state. It is only through your
support and active participation in your child’s education that
we form a partnership for success for all the children in Alaska.

If you have specific questions regarding curriculum or school
programs, please call your child’s school. Do not be afraid to
reach out to your child’s teacher for additional activities to
support mastery of the standards. This guide will help set clear
and consistent expectations for your child, build your child’s
knowledge and skills, and help set high goals for your child.
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READING

In kindergarten, your child will learn the alphabet and the

basic features of letters and words. Children break down
m spoken and written words into syllables and letters and

identify the sounds each letter makes.

These important skills will enable your child to learn

new words and to read and understand simple books

and stories. Your child will also learn to write and share

information in a variety of ways, including drawing,

writing letters and words, listening to others, and speaking

aloud. Activities in these areas will include:

e Naming and writing upper and lowercase letters.

e Matching letters to sounds and using other methods to
figure out unfamiliar words when reading and writing.

e |earning and using new words.

e Identifying words that rhyme.

e Reading common words such as the, of, you, are, she,
and my.

e Asking and answering questions about a story the
teacher reads aloud.

e Identifying characters, setting, and major events in a
story.

e Recognizing the person, place, thing, or idea that an
illustration shows.

e Participating in discussions by listening and taking
turns speaking.

e Using a combination of drawing, speaking, and writing
to describe an event, give information about a topic, or
share an opinion.

e Taking part in shared reading, writing, and research
projects.

e Expressing thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
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With prompting and support, your child can ask and answer
questions about a literary text using key details from the

text.

e Ask questions to clarify meaning.

e Visualize key elements within the text.

¢ Ask and answer questions before,
during, and after reading.

e Answer questions about characters,
setting, problem, and solution.

e Answer questions such as: who, what,
when, where, why, and how.

e Predict what might happen next in the

story.

WHO Who was there?
WHAT What happened?
WHEN When did it happen?
WHERE Where did it happen?
WHY Why did it happen?
HOW How did it happen?

HELP AT HOME

¢ Play “Question Toss”. Ask a

question about the text,
then toss a ball to your child.
The child answers the
question, then asks a related
follow-up question and
tosses the ball back to you.
Repeat.

You can also play “Question
Toss” using the 5W’s. Write
a question for each of the
5W’s and an H question on a
ball. Toss the ball to your
child and where either
thumb lands on the ball,
your child must answer that
question about the story.
Encourage your child to ask
questions while reading.
After reading, ask your child
about the characters,
setting, problem, and
solution.
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With prompting and support, your child can
retell familiar stories, including key details.

e Identify the major character, HELP AT HOME

setting, problem, and solution o After reading a story with
in retelling a story your child, ask your child to

. identify the characters,
e Make connections based on setting, problem, and the

prior knowledge. solution to the problem in

the story.

Read a familiar story to

your child. Have them tell

CHARACTERS are the people or you everything they can

animals that are in the story. remember about the story
starting from the beginning.
Prompt them to remember
key details about the story
when needed.

e Show a picture to your child
and ask them to tell you
everything they can about
the picture.

VOCABULARY

The SETTING is where the story
takes place.

. ERERR | R
With prompting and support, your child can recognize

common types of texts (e.g., picture books, stories,
poems, and songs).

e Understand that readers have HELP AT HOME

a purpose for reading. » Read a variety of texts
such as simple poems,
fairy tales, songs, and
fables with your child.

e Share examples of
VOCABULARY different types of oral
stories and compare
FICTION TEXTS refer to stories about

them to texts.
imaginary people, animals, or events.

NONFICTION TEXTS refers to text that offers
information and offers to teach the reader real information.
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With prompting and support, your child can identify
characters, settings, major events, and problem-solution
in a story, song, or poem.

e Ask clarifying questions to

HELP AT HOME

determine the difference
between the main character and
supporting characters.

Use picture clues to develop an
understanding of the setting and
major events.

Make connections to the solution
occurring as a result of the
problem.

Have your child illustrate a
favorite oral story.
Identify the characters
and setting of the oral
story.

Share an oral story that
has a problem and a
solution and after the
telling, have your child
identify the problem and
solution.

Read to your child or share
an oral story that includes
several events and after
the telling, have your child
retell what happened first,
next, and last.

Your child can ask and answer questions about
unknown words in a text.

e Use pictures to develop an HELP AT HOME
understanding of the words in the o e yeu el g
story. an unfamiliar word, have
Know sounds of all letters in the your child point to the
alphabet. letters in the word and

Use decoding strategies to help
figure out unknown words in a

text. ¢ {r«'«fr,
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you can say each sound,
syllable, or chunk the
word into parts to sound
out. Blend the sounds
with the letter strings
you see.

Have your child use
strategies such as
rereading the sentence
to identify the unknown
word.
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With prompting and support, your child can name
the author and illustrator of a story and define the
role of each in telling the story.

¢ Understand the author is the HELP AT HOME
person who writes the story and

i ; Sh hild th
the illustrator creates the pictures * >howyour child the cover

and/or title page of a

in a book. familiar book and how to
e Understand illustrations are the l{)lcate the author and
. . . illustrator.
graphics, art, and p|ctL.|res in a.text. o Pemes e the
e Good readers use the illustrations difference between the
to gain a deeper meaning of the author (who writes the
text. story) and the illustrator
(who draws the pictures) of
) the book.
o o Create a mini book or a

story in which you write as
the author and your child
illustrates.

o
With prompting and support, your child can compare
and contrast the adventures and experiences of
characters in familiar stories.

e Compare and contrast two HELP AT HOME

characters in a story.
e Read a story such as “The
e Compare and contrast two Three Little Pigs.” Have
stories that are similar. your child discuss the pigs
o and how they are alike and
" different from the wolf.
e Read two versions of a
story, such as the

LU VOCABULARY .
(vocasuiary [T
COMPARE refers to how things “Gingerbread Man.” Have
e are the same. your child compare and
(N} CONTRAST refers to how things contrast the two stories,

determining how they are

gre different. alike and different.
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With prompting and support, your child can describe
the relationship between illustrations and the story in
which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an
illustration depicts).

e Describe what is pictured in an HELP AT HOME
illustration.

e Understand story elements such
as: characters, setting, problem,
solution, and events.

o Before reading, take a
“picture walk” with your
child. Show them the
illustrations and have them

e Understand that illustrations describe what is happening
help readers understand the in the pictures. Then read the
story. story to compare.

o Have your child predict what
will happen next in the story
based on the illustrations.
ky\ o While reading with your

4 (A child, take time to stop on
different pages and have

your child describe what is
‘$ happening in the picture.

P

Your child can actively engage in shared reading
activities using literature from a variety of cultures with
purpose and understanding, and scaffolding as needed.

e Promote concepts of print, HELP AT HOME
connecting text to meaning, o Check out the Alaska
and expression of ideas. State Library resources,

e Understand that cultures and including TumbleBooks to

access a variety of books
online.

e Swap books with friends
or create your own local
book club.

literature are connected.
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With prompting and support, your child can elicit
background/prior knowledge and experience in order to
ask and answer questions about and informational text
using key details from the text.

e Distinguish between prior HELP AT HOME
knowledge and new information. « Encourage your child’s

e Understand that background natural curiosity to read
information can support answers with a purpose for finding

answers to questions they

to qL{eshons with supporting have about the world
details. around them.
o Take time to explore the
structure of informational
texts with your child by
INFORMATIONAL TEXTS include explaining features such as

the table of contents,
headings, diagrams,
tables, graphs, and maps.

nonfiction books, newspapers,
magazines, atlases, how-to’s instruction
manuals, and other reference materials.

With prompting and support, your child can identify
the main topic and retell key details of a text.

e Ask clarifying questions to HELP AT HOME
determine the difference « Share a news article
between main topic and key from a newspaper or
details. magazine and ask your

e Identify the main topic and ﬁ:'::dto tell what they
make supporting connections to e Look at maps together
key details. and ask if they can find

rivers, mountains, or
different towns, states,
and countries.
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With prompting and support, your child can describe the
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or
pieces of information in a text.

e Use background knowledge and HELP AT HOME
experiences to identify and « Have your child provide a
discuss personal connections to description of the
a text. connection between two

e Understand that authors make IENENEISEIR IR,

. s e Use a double bubble map
connections between individuals or Venn diagram to
events and/or ideas. organize your child’s

thinking when comparing

RESOURCES two pieces of text.

SAMPLE VENN DIAGRAM
Using a sheet of notebook paper or construction paper, make a simple
Venn diagram for your child to complete after he reads two stories.
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Your child can identify the front cover, back cover,
and title page of a book.

¢ Identify the parts of a book. HELP AT HOME

e Demonstrate how to hold a book « Demonstrate for your child

correctly. where the front cover,
e Understand that books are read back cover, and title page
left to right, top to bottom. are located in a book.

o Create a homemade book
together and give it a front
and a back cover as well as
a title page.

e Each time you read with
your child, have them

-_ locate the back cover,
front cover and title page.
Do this in several different

books.

With prompting and support, your child can identify
basic similarities in and differences between
information presented in two texts on the same topic
(e.g.,) compare two photos or diagrams, compare two
animal babies.

* Recognize texts with the same HELP AT HOME

topic. . .
. . e Begin by comparing and

e Discuss objects that are contrasting two objects
similar and different. found around the house.
This will get your child
started on thinking through
comparing and contrasting
texts.

e Look at two books on a
similar topic. Have your child
compare the information
given in both books.

e Ask your child to share
similarities and differences
between favorite oral

How are the objects stories.

DIFFERENT?

How are the objects
THE SAME?
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Your child can actively engage in shared reading
activities using a range of topics and texts with purpose
and understanding, with scaffolding as needed.

e Promote a variety of texts with a HELP AT HOME
range of topics. ) o Share books that make
e Understand the topic and you laugh and books that
purpose of the text. teach you something you
are interested in.
VOCABULARY o Retell favorite oral stories
and then find books with
SCAFFOLDING through careful and some of the same
intentional observation, children are characters or settings.

supported in their learning with just the
right help at just the right time in just
the right way.

Your child can demonstrate understanding of the
organization and basic features of print through
increasing awareness and competence of these four
skills:

a. Your child can follow words from left to right, top to
bottom, and page by page.

e Understand the directionality HELP AT HOME

of text. « Have your child use a

pointer (e.g., popsicle

stick, finger puppet) to

VOCABULARY point to the words in a
book starting from the
left and moving to the
right.

e Place a small mark under
each word of the book to
help your child
remember to point to the
words as they say them.

DIRECTIONALITY is the
understanding that we read text
from left to right across the page
and from top to bottom of

the page.
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b. Your child can recognize that spoken words are
represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

e Understand that words are HELP AT HOME

made up of lettersin a o Make letter cards. Using

sequence. the Fry Pre-Primer list of
words, have your child
use the letter cards to
form familiar words.
Model how to write the
names of family
members using your
letter cards.

Write a word on an index
card and have your child
make that word by
writing them with a stick
or their finger in sand,
mud, salt, or finger paint.

c. Your child can understand words are separated by
spaces in print.

e Recognize one-to-one HELP AT HOME
C(.)rr.esp(?ndence. e Using a newspaper or

e Distinguish between letters, magazine, have your
words, and spaces. child.use a highlighter to

e Understand that words are put highlight the spaces

between words.
together to g\reate a sentence.  When writing, have your
e child use a popsicle stick
to mark the distance
after one word before
writing the next word.
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d. Your child can recognize and name all upper- and
lowercase letters of the alphabet.

e Identify and name all letters HELP AT HOME

of the alphabet. « Write each capital

letter and lowercase
letter on individual

cards. Have your child
F * \"4 play “ABC memory,”

by trying to find the

capital letter and its

Y f * lower case match.

Your child can demonstrate understanding of spoken
words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes) through
increasing awareness and competence of these five
skills:

a. Your child can recognize and produce rhyming words.

e Understand that rhyming HELP AT HOME

words have the same ending « Give your child a word

sounds. have him respond with a
rhyming word.
¢ Read books that rhyme.

e Identify word pairs that rhyme.

e Give a rhyming word for any Ask V‘t);" Ch“‘zj' ":’f\‘/hft
given word. \r/}l@':edi,yvor stha

b. Your child can count, pronounce, blend, and
segment syllables in spoken words.

e Understand that words can HELP AT HOME

be divided into parts. o Speak the parts of a
word, pausing between
parts and then have your
child form the word
verbally.

e Have your child clap or
strike a drumbeat for
each part of a word or
family member’s name.
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c. Your child can blend and segment onsets and rimes
of single-syllable spoken words.

e Make the beginning and ending HELP AT HOME

sound of a word. ¢ Using a blend chart,

e Understand that words can be practice producing words
blended and broken apart. that begin with a given
blend such as b\, cl, gr, dr,
etc.
+ Practice words from

different word families
(e.g., -at, -ing, -op).

e Practice making words
that rhyme with a given
word (e.g., dog, log, hog,
fog).

The ONSET is the initial consonant
or consonant cluster of the word,
and the RIME is the vowel and
consonants that follow it.

For example, in the word bat,

b- is the onset, and -at is the rime.

d. Your child can isolate and pronounce the initial sound,
medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-
phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) words.
(This does not include CVCs ending with /1/, /r/, or /x/.)

e Pronounce all letter sounds. HELP AT HOME

e Identify individual sounds within « Verbally give your child a
aword. word (e.g., dog). Have

¢ Blend sounds together to create them move counters,
words such as pennies or

) beads, for each sound in

e Understand that new words can the word (3 counters =
be made by adding or d-o0-g). Then have them
substituting sound in a given ;:rl]wange ;hte lai':/soundc;n
word. e word to a /t/ sound.

Your child can remove
the last counter and
replace it with a new
counter to represent the
new sound (d-o-t). Then

; l ' have your child say the

new word. Your child
can do this changing the

initial sound, medial
D o G sound, or final sound in
the word.
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e. Your child can add or substitute individual sounds
(phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words, to make new
words.

e Produce letter sounds. HELP AT HOME
e Understand that words are made « Using letter cards
up of individual sounds. place the cards for the
e Identify individual sounds in word c-a-t on the table.
words Have your child remove
) the letter c and replace
¢ Blend sounds together to create it with the letter r and
words. say the new word (rat).

Your child knows and applies grade-level phonics
and word analysis skills in decoding words through
increasing awareness and competence of these four
skills:

a. Your child can demonstrate basic knowledge of one-

to-one letter-sound correspondences by producing the

primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for
each consonant.

e Produce the correct sounds HELP AT HOME

for each letter. e Using flash cards of each

letter, have your child
give the sound for each
letter.

o Play “ABC Memory.”
Make two sets of cards.
One set has each letter
and the other set has a
picture that starts with a
letter. Mix them up and
place them face down on
the table. Have your child
choose two cards and try
to match the picture with
the letter (e.g., bat = b,
fish=f).

POWERFUL PARTNERSHIPS: A READING GUIDE m 15



b. Your child can associate the long and short sounds
with common spellings (graphemes) for the five major
vowels.

¢ Understand that letters are made HELP AT HOME
of both vowels and consonants. « Print a vowel pattern or
e Understand that vowels can have vowel team chart. This
different sounds (long and short). will help your child

; associate the long and
e Identify and name the vowels. <hort sound of the

vowels with a picture and
key word.

VOCABULARY

PHONEMES are speech sounds made by the mouth, like the /p/
sound in /spoon/. Understanding that phonemes are the building
blocks of spoken words is called phonemic awareness.

GRAPHEMES are individual letters and groups of letters that
represent single phonemes, like the “s” and the “00” in “spoon.”
Understanding how letters are used to encode speech sounds in
written language is crucial in learning to decode unfamiliar words.

Students who can decode well can teach themselves new words!

c. Your child can read common high-frequency words
by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do, does).

e Understand that some words do HELP AT HOME

not follow the common phonetic , .
e Use Fry’s Pre-Primer

rules. word list to practice
e Know all sounds of the letters of reading the most
the alphabet. common words for the

Kindergarten level.
¢ Look for words that your
child can read in

a?]d hgeTp environmgntal print such
away here as magazines, signs on
big I the highway, menus, etc.
blue In me said we
can E my see where
come . it not the yellow
down e one three you
find little play to

for look red e
funny make run up
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d. Your child can distinguish between similarly spelled
words by identifying the sounds of the letters that differ.

e Prononce all letter sounds. HELP AT HOME

e Identify individual sounds within « Use magnets to spell
aword. words and begin to

e Understand that new words can change the first sound.
be made by adding or substituting Next, work to change the

; . ending sound.

sounds in a given word. « Use magnets to spell
C-A-T, change the Cto H
to make H-A-T. Next,
change the T to M to make
H-A-M.

Your child can form regular plural nouns orally by
adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog - dogs; wish - wishes).

e Use correct nouns when talking HELP AT HOME
abput one, or more than one, « Show your child a picture
thing. in a magazine of

¢ Understand that adding -s and -es something (e.g., a dog,
to nouns makes them mean more cats, dishes). Have your

child name the object in
than one. the picture. If there is

more than one object in

the picture they should

use a word ending with an

-S or -es.

¢ Give your child a word

such as the word dogs.
Have them draw a picture
of the object that was
said.
Check for understanding
that words that end in -s
or -es must show more
than one.
Using a highlighter, have
your child find words that
end with the -s and -es
suffixes.
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Your child can read phonetically-controlled texts with
purpose and understanding.

e Understand that reading should HELP AT HOME
produce understanding and  Have your child read a
meaning. variety of different texts.

e Match one-to-one e Have your child tell you
correspondence to words written about the story using
in texts. details.

e Have your child answer
questions to gain meaning
t they have read.

e Reading involves moving from
left to right across the
page.

e Use grade appropriate
decoding skills.

EARLY EMERGENT READERS are beginning to learn sound/

symbol relationships--starting with consonants and short vowels--and
are able to read CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words, as well as a
number of high-frequency words.

EMERGENT READERS are developing a much better grasp of
comprehension strategies and word-attack skills. They can recognize
different types of text, particularly fiction and nonfiction, and recognize
that reading has a variety of purposes.

EARLY FLUENT READERS are experiencing a greater variety

of text and are able to recognize different styles and genres.
Independence often varies with the type of text being read.

FLUENT READERS read a wide range of text types and do so
independently. They will continue to refine and develop their reading
skills as they encounter more difficult reading materials. For the most
part, they are capable of improving their reading skills and selection of
materials independently through increased practice.
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Your child can describe familiar people, places, things,
and events, and with prompting and support, provide
additional detail.

e Recall experiences from their HELP AT HOME
lives. o o Ask your child to describe
e Understand that adjectives are a trip that you have
words that describe a person, recently taken, or a trip

that they would like to
take in the future, and
what they would like to do
on the trip.

e Cut a picture out of a
magazine. Have your child
describe what is taking
place in the picture.

place, thing, or event.

Your child can capitalize the first word in a sentence
and the word “I.”

e Identify capital letters. HELP AT HOME

e Understand that the word “I” « Have your child use a

must be capitalized. highlighter to mark all
of the capital letters in a
newspaper or magazine
article.

Have your child
highlight the word “I”
in a newspaper or
magazine article.

Your child can recognize and name end punctuation.

e Identify end punctuation |-| FLP AT HOME
marks (e.g., period, question Have your child use a
mark, exclamation point). highlighter to mark all

ending punctuation
marks in a newspaper
or magazine article.
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Your child can write a letter or letters for most
consonant and short vowel sounds (phonemes).

¢ Identify sounds for all letters HELP AT HOME

of the alphabet. « Name a letter for your

child and have them
respond with the sound
that the letter makes. You
can reverse this activity
by saying a sound and
having your child name
the letter.

o Use picture flash cards.
Have your child look at
the picture and decide
what sound and letter the
picture starts with. You
can also do this with the
final sound of the picture
(e.g., dog=g/g/).

Your child can spell simple words phonetically,
drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.

e Know the sounds of the letters HELP AT HOME
of the alphabet. e Using “Fry’s Pre-Primer
e Understand that letters List of Words,” call out a
represent sounds. word to your child, have
e Understand that words are wg’rc‘?;ii/tﬁg;’éﬁmgthem
made up of a sequence of out and writing the
letters in a specific order. sounds that they hear.
(See page 18 for Fry’s
list.)

e Using counters (e.g.,
pennies, buttons, beads)
call out a word to your
child. Have them move a
counter for each sound
they hear, and write the
letter that goes with each
sound they hear.
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Your child can identify new meanings for familiar words
and apply them accurately (e.g., knowing “duck” is a bird
and learning the verb to “duck?”).

e Understand homophones HELP AT HOME

and homonyms. o Discuss with your child

that some words have
different meanings. For
5 example, “duck” can
mean “an animal,” or it
can mean “to move
quickly to avoid
something.”

VOCABULARY

HOMONYMS are words that sound alike but have different
meanings.

HOMOPHONES are a type of homonym that also sound alike
and have different meanings, but have different spellings.

Your child can sort common objects into categories
(e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the
categories represent.

e Understand that objects HELP AT HOME

and words can be sorted e Cut several pictures out

into basic categories. of magazines that fall
under 2 or more
categories. Have your
child sort those pictures
into their correct
category.

e Have your child practice
sorting objects such as
shape pieces, money
from your change jar, or
foods from the grocery
store. Allow them to
explain their sorting
methods.
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Your child can demonstrate understanding of
frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating
them to their opposites (antonyms).

« Understand opposites (antonyms). HELP AT HOME

e Play “Toss a Word.” Start
by holding the ball and
VOCABULARY calling out a word (e.g.,
hot). Toss the ball to your
child and they must call
out a word that is the
opposite of your word

ANTONYMS are words that
are opposites (e.g., hot -
cold; up — down; stop — go).

SYNONYMS are words that (e.g., cold). Play back and
are alike or the same (e.g., forth several times calling
large — huge; tiny — small; dirty different words. .

- messy). e Play “Antonym/Opposite

Memory.” Create a deck
of cards that make
opposites when paired
(e.g., hot/cold, in/out,
up/down). Have your
child flip over two cards
to try and make a match
of cards that are the
opposite.

Your child can distinguish shades of meaning among
verbs describing the same general action (e.g., walk,
march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

e Understand that several words HELP AT HOME
can mean the same thing or « Place several words on
almost the same thing. cards (e.g., run, jog, walk,

‘ stroll, jump, leap, hop).
Have your child sort the
< cards into words with
. 4 similar meanings.
. Have your child act out
variations in similar verbs
such as “jog” versus “run”
or “jump” versus “hop.”
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