SUPPORTING STUDENTS TO
STRENGTHEN SKILLS ON
ALASKA SYSTEM THE AK STAR ASSESSMENT

OF ACADEMIC READINESS

Background

In 2026, at the request of DEED, NWEA prepared the Student Performance by Content Standard and Item Type
report. This report unpacked the most missed standards and item types from the 2025 AK STAR assessment
administration. This infographic synthesizes that report.

Areas of Need
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ALASKA READING ANCHOR STANDARD 2
Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key and supporting
details and ideas This is the most challenging standard for Alaska students across all grades in both literary texts
(stories, dramas, poetry) and informational texts (historical, scientific, and technical texts; literary non-fiction)
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Students may struggle to decide which details to include in or leave out from a summary. To

@ @ summarize well, students must build skill in differentiating between topics and details in both
|j literary and informational text. Students may struggle to decide which details to include or leave

— \ out of a summary, as well as the difference between summarizing vs. retelling of a story. )
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7 3 Theme is very challenging for readers of all levels and ages because themes are rarely stated

N ‘/ ) directly in a literary text (fables are a notable exception). A theme is an author’s comment on an
important topic. Students can frequently understand the events of a literary text without being
\_able to identify its theme.
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Irony and satire can make determining author’s purpose very difficult for students.This is especially
\difficult for struggling readers and ELL's.
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Resources

Standards and Vocabulary Alignment ] ( Assessment Support
N\ {

Ensure district curriculum is aligned with Assessment blueprint * Exposing students to the

Reviewing Achievement Level Descriptors periodically for each

assessment platform through the

standard being taught to support educators understanding of grade level videos for the student

proficiency at that standard tutorial multiple times annually

Use Science of Reading-aligned vocabulary instructional will help be more comfortable with

the item types and tools

strategies: Resource Depot: Vocabulary Instruction
\ J Utilizing AK STAR practice tests as
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| )2 NWEA Study More Resources assessments, or extensions
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https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/assessment-design
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/assessment-design
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bquC9Eud-tIcF3rWHCzT1YCbBJgdm0h07x6vfOvzAx4/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=id.prtgd19i9ypl
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdocs.google.com%252Fdocument%252Fd%252F1j0_rpDWg79gEnMFxuishR_373HpLKS7Xkz9BKkdOGRI%252Fedit%253Ftab%253Dt.0%26data%3D05%257C02%257Ceed.tech%2540alaska.gov%257C25e9dc2a06824cc310b108de1b15290d%257C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%257C0%257C0%257C638977974847024265%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata%3Dzhzzq%252FiyjRNwj4Rigx0Ga8%252BlsmPjIbp0eIJN1ldJt6A%253D%26reserved%3D0&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1776795891643616&usg=AOvVaw3peTOpDy3aW9ZtgoI5mL_j
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/AKSTARStandardandItemPerfomanceFinalReport.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/student-readiness
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/student-readiness
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/student-readiness
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/AKSTARStandardandItemPerfomanceFinalReport.pdf

ALASKA SYSTEM OF ACADEMIC READINESS

FOCUSING ON
THE TYPES OF QUESTIONS WE ASK

Findings from NWEA on most difficult item types
for students on AK STAR

Areas of Need

( MULTIPLE-CHOICE / MULTI-SELECT )
After reading the passage, a student wants to find out more about the invention . . . . .
of the first hot-air balloon. The student finds some books at a local library, Read Multiple-choice items in which students need to
the title of each book and determine whether the book is likely or unlikely to be H H
helpful for completing the assignment. Each book has only one correct answer, SeIeCt mUItIPIe. responses are Cha”englng for
students. This item type asks students to pick at
Likely toBe | Unlikely to Be least two correct answers from a range of five or
Helpful Helpful . .
| PW | PR more answer choices. Students likely do not have
The Greatest Accomplishments of Marie ~ o . . ..
Antoinette: A Queen S as much experience with this item type as they do
A Traveler's Guide o Verssifes | C o with a traditional multiple-choice item, which only
The Montgolfier Brothers and Their | [ has one correct answer. Adding responses can

O

SudsseaniBipcimen | | ' add complexity to a question.
Flying High: The History of Aviation @]
Solance Frojeats for Beglanars: A How: | C - o DRAG AND DROP / CLICK AND POP
o A Drag and Drop (or Click and Pop) item asks a
Examp|e of a multi-select guestion student to manipulate item components; e.g.,
they may be asked to drag answer choices into a
Read the letter and then place the comect punctuation mark in the blank. table. There are typically more than two
components for students to manipulate. As with a
Multiple-Choice Multiple-Select item, this adds
Door Grandima, complexity. Additionally, students will not have
Thank you for the art supply set hat you sent me. | painted all anemeon wit e wateresiors. 1am @0 @S Much exposure to this item type as they
S FeiEne B pectimes et would a traditional multiple-choice item.
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For both of these item types, students may

Kristin benefit from more practice and exposure to
similar items. Students may use the AK STAR

Example of drag and drop question Practice Tests if greater familiarity is desired.
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Educators can review item types in the Educator Guide pages 11-16

Embed Multiple-Choice / Multiple-Select questions in classroom formative assessments

Give students repeated opportunities to practice with the AK STAR student practice test, especially for
Drag and Drop / Click and Pop items.

Explore and apply the resources and action steps at Resource Depot: AK STAR & MAP Assessments
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https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/EducatorGuidetoStudentReadiness_Final.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/student-readiness
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j0_rpDWg79gEnMFxuishR_373HpLKS7Xkz9BKkdOGRI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j0_rpDWg79gEnMFxuishR_373HpLKS7Xkz9BKkdOGRI/edit?tab=t.0
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/AKSTARStandardandItemPerfomanceFinalReport.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/AKSTARStandardandItemPerfomanceFinalReport.pdf
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